A very interesting incident in composition of this great stotra
An ArAdhanam day in Tenambakkam - 2 ‘ o ‘ clock in the afternoon.

Mahaperiyava was sitting on the bank of a pond, keeping one leg in the waters. It was
time for me as ArAdhana brAhmaNAL to get inside for the ArAdhanam, wearing the
vastram. Mahaperiyava's AGYA ( order ) for me, calling me by his clap of hands to sit
near him with a piece of paper and pen. The pen and paper were brought at once.
Mahaperiyava started uttering sanskrit words one by one. At some points, just telling me
the meaning and asking me to produce the sanskrit padam, when the words formed a
line, a beaultiful stuti called “ Durga Pancharatnam “ came up. { Svetasvara Upanishad
sAram }

Each sloka ends with mAm pAhi Sarveshwari mokshadAtri ( This sloka is written on a
marble stone on the left side when one goes to Kamakshi temple )

In the middle of the above stotram when the word “ You are the one who taught the Gita
( upadiSTa- gita ) came up, looking at my considering it for a kSanam ( moment ), he
asked, “ Why does it seem incorrect to you to say that Kamakshi did gltopadesham 7 “

| kept quiet with a smile.

Forthwith a AGYA clapping hands to bring Gita bhASyam ( commentary ) book. The
next moment came the bhaSya book in eight volumes. Mahaperiyava turned the page
once and showed me the first page that came up and said* Read this sloka and its
bhaSyam *

This is that slokam : “ braHmaNOhi pratiSTAhaM “

“ For the changeless, eternal Brahmam, the Maya which is Shakti is the pratiSTA ( that
through which Brahman, the Maya which is Shakti is the pratiSTA ( that through which
Brahmam spreads as the many worlds is called pratiSTA. | am That. | am the Brahmam:
and | am its pratiSTA will be appropriate: because there is a bhASyam that “ shakti
shaktimatoH abhedAt “ { Both the Shakti and the One who has it are not of different
tatvam ( nature ) }’

This incident clearly shows the back ground in which this prayer was composed
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Those adopting meditation (Dhyana) and contemplation (yoga) saw,
You as the only divine Goddess hidden in her own qualities

And you are the only power behind the great God of universe,

And so please protect me, oh goddess of all and oh giver of salvation.
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You are the self power of the divine , sung about by the Vedas,
Delighted in front of great saints propitiating you ,

Who have established yourselves in their hearts as Truth,
And so please protect me, oh goddess of all and oh giver of salvation.
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parasyaSaktih vividhaiva Srtiyase
SvetasSvavakyodita devi durge
svabhavikl jilanabalakriya te
mam pahi sarveSwari mok§adatri
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You are His Shakthi called Para, which is spoken in different ways,
You are the one who is being celebrated by Swethavatara Upanishad,

You are by your nature , the power force in all actions and wisdom,
And so please protect me , oh goddess of all and oh giver of salvation.
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Formed by Self-power of sound of Siva’s aatma

You are declared by sacred texts as the sound of Anahatha ,

Which exists in Kurma and Vayavya as Shakthi

You are known as one cutting off worldly attachments (or the rope that
drags you to

death), And so please protect me, oh goddess of all and oh giver of
salvation.
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Hey Mayuri, you are praised as the route to Brahmam,

You are the form of Brahamam established by the Bhagwad Gita too,
You are the wisdom personified, enact the sport of creation

And so please protect me, oh goddess of all and oh giver of salvation.
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