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May that Supreme Spirit that has taken its abode under
the banyan tree taking an‘anthropomorphic form facing south
as an act of great condescension and which is the object of

meditation for the devotees remain in my mind activising my
intellect. ' '

I'beheld under the banyan tree the Primordial Preceptor,
the receptable of undiminishing compassion driving_awa(y the
darkness of ignorance of great sages by mere silence that js
adorned by a gentle smile.

(Sankara Bha Bavatpada records his experience in beholding the graceful form
of Dakshinarnurti, who as a true ‘Gurw’, a term which means ‘dispeller of igno-
rance’, enlightens the great sages by His mere silence that radiates light. A Guruy is
merely instrumenta] in drawing out the inherent powers of the soul. The Mere
presence of the Supreme in this benign form of a Gury would suffice to efface the

ignorance of the soul and [t the flame of true knowledge that leads to liberation.)
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The Great Lord endowed as he is with compassion drove -
away--pfter_\_-a:ng Ol ity; of i

owledge) and: thus destr :
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May my Primordial Lord, dwelling at the foot of the
banyan tree, out of divine mercy appear before me, offer
instruction in the mystic lore ‘Om’ and dispel the darkness of
nescience. .

_ (6) .
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I behold with my eyes the incomprehensible form of the
Divine preceptor, the veritable dawn that dispels the
beginningléss darkness of nescience, a form that appears, to
be made as though with the digits of the Moon or perhaps
with a collection of pearls. L :

-(Again the blessed Acarya exults in the divine vision that was vouchsafed to
him by the Adi Guru. The white sheen of brilliance of the vision of that Divine
form is fancied by the poet philosopher as being fashioned out of the white digits
of the Moon and-a collection of white pearls. Not satisfied with these fancies he

" draws a metaphor picturing the radiant Dakshinamurti as the dawn that drives
away the darkness.) . o
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I adore that Lord in his meditative aspect, whose left foot
is placed on His right thigh, who wears the yoga vastra adorned
by a serpent and who has his (right) foot placed over the body
of apasmarapurusha. : _ :

The ‘apasmara-purusha’ represents the evil nescience that is stamped out by
the Lord. In this connection we may recall the ‘dhyana sloka’ is Sri Dakshinamurthi
Upanisad which seeks to confer on the meditator freedom from nescience.
‘Ajnanapaham adim adimagiram artham Bhavanipatim nyagrodhant anivasinam
para gurum dhyayamyabhistap taye - Tmeditate on the Supreme Preceptor who
dwells under the banyan tree, who is none other than the Lord of Bhavani, the
import of Vedic words, the first God who destroys nescience’ (v.14)
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1 offer my obelsance, thanks to my past accumulated merit,
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td that Preceptor, | the abode of marv_ellous quahtles, who despite

 his youthful ‘appear earns to instruct His' dlsmples, the :

Sages, the Supreme: pmtual,_Truth

urti‘is the: Preceptor B

of his hands in the cm-mudra pose,,holds 1n'a_not1_1er anaxe, in
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' True knowledge wo;:ld arise only when there is earnesiness and competence':. -
: ' I 3 B hmavadms are the. -~
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Sankara bhagavatpada conjures up a vision of the "Sapmya’ orenign aspect
of the Vinadhara Dakshinamurti that was worshipped by a few sages, only by a
few, because-such a vision is vouchsafed only to those eygn among the learned
sages who are the retipients of His'special grace: Has it fyot been said "Yam eva
esha Vimite tena labhyah, Tasyaisa atmavivrnute tanumsva}gf(%athopomsad, 11:33,)

I meditate onMahesvara in the form of Daksinamurti with
a view to obtain the peace arising from the removal of the
suffering caused by delusion. It is that very form which was
meditated upon by sages Suka and other who are free from
attachement and a sense of possession.

People of ordinary type generally pray for wealth, health, fame etc. But an
ideal aspirant like Suka will seek nothing of a mundane nature for himself. Being
free from the sense of "I’ and "mine’ our Acarya following the footsteps of Suka
secks peace and the consequent bliss and thus shows the way to us to follow.
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countenance and waving tresses wearing the digit of the moon.
ing ‘the lute in‘a hand and ekuding joy



May the Lord, W1th his palm showmg c1nmudra, endowed ,'

- with a body that su.rpasses in lustre the jasmine flower, staying
under the banyan tree, gracing the sages with looks that exude
nectarine cornpassmn, ‘break astinder the darkness of delusion

and. instruct me'in that Supreme Truth embedded in the

scnptural text "That-thouwart'

The Acarya prays for the grace of. the Ad: Guru to unpart t.he 1mport of the‘

‘Mahavakya which proclaims the non~duality of the Brahman and Jiva. Once thls

Advaitic knowledge i is received the veil of avidya i is'stiridered and there is no more-

- the cycle of bxrths and deaths in thxs ocean of transmlgratory exlstsence
(14)
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I have no need for any God whose body is not whlte, who'

does not have an eye on his’ forehead Who'is not! quietistic in
appearance, whe does not wear the jewel of serpent, who does

not show the cin-mudra, who has not abandoned sleep and

who has not his W111 fulfilled.

This verse illustrates how one should have 1mp11c1t falth and devohon to his’

 istadevata in a particular form which alone is a sure means aldmg medltahon ‘and
" earning His grace, that ultu'nately confers hberatron .o :

~(15)
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Many 1ndeed are the Gods on thls earth but none. of them o

are agreeable to. my. mind. The only God I -adore is the One

with His face turned to south who has resolved to'extend his’

grace to the dullard."

. Acarya’s unassailable and abldmg 'devotibnite Dakshmamu.rtr is again .

emphasised here..In, His infinite mercy He-has:taken. upon. Himself to help the
lowliest to attain beatitude.
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Obe1sance to that Great God dwelling under the banyan
tree filled with j joy, wearing the digit of the Mpon as a crest . .
jéwel and bearmg a form pleasmg with the holy‘ ash smeared
‘over it. He is indeed an'adept-in creatmg thig maglc show of
? t}us everchanging world.

- The holy ash smeared over his body is the remnant of the Umverse that'is

destroyed by Siva at the time of the Mahapralaya and. it is indicative of the
lmpermanence of the phenomenal world. This world is illusory- like the product
. of magic and the causality of this world is to be accouted for in the indéterminable’

' maya grounded in Isvara He is ﬁlied w1th ]oy (muchta) that anses from a sense of
' fulfilment. : ;"
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Thou with the long matted trésses hangmg around (your

face) adorned with the digits of the Moon that is not full, an
_eye on the forehead and a. face that is beautiful like the full
' Moon shine in the minds of men of purity.

Cittasuddhi is a sine quo non for an aspirant to Self-reahsétwn Itis only .
. the pure mirror of mind of such a person will reflect the radiant form of the prince
_of preceptors, Dakasinamurti revealmg true knowledge

(18)°
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‘Thou with Uma as Thy consort reveal to Thy devotees the
nature of a Full-Moon. For now as [ have a vision of Thee, that
vision makes my mind melt as though it is moon-stone.

The Murti of Umamahesvara is a ﬁvouﬁhe of devotees. T_tﬁs is seen in one of
the verses addressed to this form by Sankara Bhagavatpada in his Umamahesvara
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stotram: “Namaskrtabhlsta-varapra-df;bhyam "Who granis the boons desired by
the devotees’. This form, unlike somq others marked by a bu.ndle of oddities such
as ashes, skull garlands etc: is quite Pleasmg associated'as it is with the
compasslonate mother, Uma No wondep that the mmd of the rlpe soul melts at
the dehghtful sight of Umasahaya.) - }

Those who constantly mediate w1th great, exultauon on
" Thy form with a head marked hy the digit of the moon will
obtain’ prospenty, longev;ty of hfe, true knowledge and:
ultlmately the’ great secret of Vedmta

End of the Dakshmﬁ;num StOtram | D
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