MAHISHASURA MARDINI STOTRAM
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O daughter of the mountain, who makes the whole earth happy, who makes the whole
universe rejoice, praised by Nandin . dwelling on the peak of the great Vindhya mountain,
glittering widely, (variation? giver of joy to Vishnu), praised by those desirous of victory . O
Goddess, wife of the blue necked Siva, One who has many families, One who has done a lot, .
be victorious, be victorious, O destroyer of the demon mahisa, with beautiful braids of hair,
daughter of the mountain Himalaya.
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O bestower of boons on Gods, One who assails those hard to control, who tolerates those with ugly
faces (?), one engrossed in rejoicing . One who nourishes the three worlds, One who pleases sankara,
One who removes sins, One who engrosses in sound of Om (?) . One who is angry with the progeny of

Danu (demon), One who is angry with the sons of Diti (also demon), One who destroys those with evil
intoxication of pride, daughter of the ocean.
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O mother of the world, my mother, One who loves to dwell in a forest of Kadamba trees, One
who keeps on smiling . One who is on her own dwelling on the tall peak of the Himalaya, the
greatest among the mountains . One who is very sweet like honey, One who has the treasure of
demons Madhu and Kaitabha, destroyer of the demon Kaitabha, engaged in dancing.
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O One who split the heads (of demons) into hundreds of pieces and One who cut the trunks of
great battle elephants . whose great lion is skilled in terrifying valor in tearing apart the temples
of enemy elephants . One who has cut down into pieces the heads of enemy chieftains with the
strength of her own arms.
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O One who holds the invincible and undiminishing striking force which arose on the occasion
of killing the enemies who were hard to subdue on the battlefield . who made Pramatha, the
great attendant of Shiva, a leader in subtle thinking, her commander (?) . who decided to
destroy the messenger of demons who were sinful, with evil intentions, thoughts and mind.

(Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the Daughter of the
Mountain.
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O One who gives protection to the great heroic husbands of the enemy wives who have come
seeking refuge . One who holds in her hands a spotless spear pointed towards the head of the
opponent who is causing a great pain for all the three worlds . One who is like the blazing hot
sun, aroused by the power of resounding noise of the drums of Gods. (Victory to You) Who
Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the Daughter of the Mountain.
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Salutations to You O Divine Mother; I Invoke You; Who Reduced Demon Dhumralocana into Hundred
Smoke Particles (i.e. Ashes) with a Mere Humkara, (I Invoke You) Who Dried up the Strength of the
Demon Raktabija and Similar Raktabijas Produced from him like a Creeper Chain (from each drop of blood
Seed ) during the Battle, Whose Great Auspicious Sacrifice (resembling a Yagna) of Shumbha and
Nishumbha satisfied attending Lord Shiva, Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your

Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks
of Hair and Who is the Daughter of the Mountain.
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(O Divine Mother, I invoke You and take refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) Salutations to You O Divine
Mother) I Invoke You; Whose Bracelet Dances on Her Shining Arms Following the Movements of Her Bow
during Each Instant of the Battle, I Invoke You) Whose Golden Arrows become Reddish (with blood)
when they Cling to the Stupid Enemies and Slay them inspite of their Howls and Screams at the Top of
their Voice (displaying vain pride), Who Turn the Four-Fold Array (Caturanga) of Enemies surrounding
from all sides, and consisting of Many Heads of Various Colours who Stupidly Howl and Scream
(displaying their vain pride), INTO a Play of Decreasing Strength (of the Caturanga),

Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of Demon
Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the Daughter of the
Mountain.
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O Divine Mother, I invoke You and take refuge in Your Auspicious Feet)

9.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) I Invoke You; Following the Rhythm of Whose Great Battle
the Celestial Dancers Dance the rhythm of Ta-Tha-Theyi, Ta-Theyi, expressing the sentiment of the
battle with their Dramatic Acts,

9.2: (I Invoke You) Following the Rhythm of Whose Great Battle the Celestial Musicians Create
Music capturing the Tense Eagerness of the battle with the Talas (musical beats) like Ku-Kutha,

Ku-Kutha, Ga-Da-Dha, Ga-Da-Dha,



9.3: Following the Rhythm of Whose Great Battle a Steady Deep Sound of Dhu-Dhu-Kuta, Dhu-Kuta,
Dhim-Dhimi is played in the background from the Mridangam (a musical drum),

9.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of
Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the

Daughter of the Mountain.
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Be victorious! be victorious! whose victory should be sung, praised by the whole universe ready
to sing the praise extolling her victory . who attracted the attention of shiva by twinkling of
bells making various sounds of dancing . who delights in beautiful singing and in dance-drama

presented by a leading dancer acting out the role of an actress with half of his body.
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(O Divine Mother, I invoke You and take refuge in Your Auspicious Feet)
11.1: Salutations to You O Divine Mother; I Invoke You; Whose Beautiful Mind (Su - manah) is United

with a Charming Appearance,(SuU - manohara)
11.2: (I Invoke You) Whose Beautiful Face (Vaktravrt€) makes Subservient the Beauty of the Moon Light

of Night (rajani) by Hiding them with Its Own Beauty,

11.3: Whose Beautiful Eyes (Suhayana) Conquer the Beauty of the Bees (bhramara) by Its Own Beauty,

11.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of Demon
Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the Daughter of the
Mountain.
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Salutations to the Divine Mother who is accompanied in the great battle against excellent wrestlers (fighters), by
girls who appear tender like jasmine who are fighting against the enemies. whose accompaniments are composed
of girls from the bhiil tribe who are tender like creepers of village jasmine and buzz like swarms of bees (or
crickets). On whose face plays a smile created By joy which appears like dawn shining forth with red colour and
blossoming the excellent buds. Victory to you, the destroyer of the demon Mahishasura, who has beautiful locks of

hair and who is the daughter of the mountain
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13.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) | Invoke You; Who is like a Royal Intoxicated Elephant from whose Cheeks the Thick
Mada (Intoxicant) Oozes out and Falls Incessantly (in the form of Arts, Beauty and Power),

13.2: (I Invoke You) Who is the Daughter of the King and from Whom comes the Treasures of Arts, Beauty and Power which are
Ornaments of the Three Worlds,

13.3: Who is like the Daughter of Manmatha (God of Love) who gives rise to the Desires and Infatuation in the Mind for Women
with Beautiful Smile,

13.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to

You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the Daughter of the Mountain.
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14.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) I Invoke You; On Whose Stainless, Shining Forehead is
Artistically Curved the Tender Beauty of a Spotless, Shining Lotus Petal,
14.2: (I Invoke You) Whose Movement resemble the Playful, Soft Movements of a Flock of Swans

from Which All Schools of Arts are Manifested in Succession,



14.3: Whose Ornamented and Braided Hair Combines the Beauty and Sweetness of the Blue Water
Lily crowded by Swarm of Bees AND the Bakula Flower infested with a Swarm of Bees,

14.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of
Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the

Daughter of the Mountain.
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15.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) I Invoke You; Who make the Sound of Flute in Hand
appear Wet and Monotonous; Who put the Cuckoo to Shame by the Beauty (of Her Voice),

15.2: (I Invoke You) Who Hum Heart-Stealing Songs along with the Girls of the Pulinda Tribe while
Walking in the Brightly Coloured (due to blooming flowers) Grooves of the Mountains,

15.3: Who Play with the Tribal Women of Her Group who are filled with Good Virtues,

15.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of
Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the

Daughter of the Mountain.
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16.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) I Invoke You; Whose Waist is Soaked with Silk Clothes of
Various Colours, the Lustre of Which Eclipses the Brightness of the Moon,

16.2: (I Invoke You) On Whose Toe-Nails Which Throb with the Radiance of Gems of Diadem and
Spreads Its Brightness like Moon, Prostate the Devas and the Asuras,

16.3: Who Win over the Mighty Heads Swollen with Pride like Golden Mountain, with the
Pre-eminence (of Power and Compassion) Abounding in Her Pitcher-Like Bosom,

16.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of
Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the

Daughter of the Mountain.
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17.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) I Invoke You; Who Conquer Thousands of Enemies who
fight against Her with Thousands of Hands (by manifesting Her Own Thousand Hands); Who then
Make Thousands of Hands (of Devotees) Praise Her,

17.2: (I Invoke You) Who Created the Rescuer of the Devas (Son Kartikeya) to Fight with Demon
Tarkasura and then Urged Her Son for that Great Fight,

17.3: Who is Pleased with both: The Devotional Contemplation like King Suratha for Worldly Gains,
and also the Excellent Devotional Contemplation like Merchant Samadhi for Spiritual Knowledge,
17.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of
Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the

Daughter of the Mountain.
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18.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) I Invoke You knowing that Whoever Serves Your Highly
Auspicious Lotus Feet Everyday, Which is an Abode of Compassion, ...
18.2: (He Serves) That Lotus (Lotus Feet), Which is an Abode of Kamala (Goddess Mahalakshmi);
(Therefore) Will He Not Himself Become an Abode of Kamala (i.e. filled with Purity and Prosperity)?
18.3: Your Feet Indeed is the Supreme Feet (i.e. Supreme Refuge); Therefore How can I Not Practise
Devotion Towards them, O Auspicious Mother?
18.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of

Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the

Daughter of the Mountain.
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19.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) I Invoke You knowing that when a Devotee Washes the
Place where Your Attributes are Exhibited (i.e. Your Place of Worship) with Water from River which
is Shining like Gold and Flowing Softly, ...

19.2: Will He not Feel the Joy of Your All-Embracing Grace contained in Your Pitcher-Like Bosom (i.e.
Cosmic Heart)?

19.3: (Therefore) I Take Refuge at Your Feet, O Vani (Devi Mahasaraswati), and I Prostate before
You, O Eternal Vani (Devi Mahasaraswati), in Whom Resides All Auspiciousness,

19.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of
Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the

Daughter of the Mountain.
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20.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) I Invoke You; Whose Moon-Like Face is the Abode of
Spotless and Stainless Purity which Certainly Subdues All Impurities,
20.2: Otherwise, Why have my Mind Turned Away from the Moon-Faced Beautiful Ladies like those
present in Indra's Castle?
20.3: According to my opinion; Without Your Grace, How is it possible to Discover the Treasure of
Shiva's Name within us? (Therefore I continue to Invoke Your Grace),
20.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of

Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the

Daughter of the Mountain.
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21.1: (Salutations to You O Divine Mother) I Invoke You; You Must Bestow Your Grace on Me, O
Mother Uma, Who is Compassionate to the Miserable,
21.2: (I Invoke You) O Mother of the Universe; Just as Your Grace is Showered (on the Devotees),
In the Same Manner are Your Arrows Scattered (on the Enemies) (destroying their egos),
21.3 Please do Whatever is Appropriate at this time, O Worshipful Mother, to Remove the Sorrows
and Afflictions (of the world) which has become Difficult for me to bear,
21.4: Victory to You, Victory to You, (I take Refuge in Your Auspicious Feet) O the Destroyer of

Demon Mahishasura; (Victory to You) Who Shine with Beautiful Locks of Hair and Who is the
Daughter of the Mountain.
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1.1: (Salutations to You, O Jagadamba) Even the consciousness of the Jnanis (Spiritually-Evolved
souls) are part of You, O Devi Bhagavati, for You, ...

1.2: ... make them attract towards Moha (Delusion) by Your Power, when You the Mahamaya Will so
(such is Your Power and Divine Play).
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2.1: (Salutations to You, O Jagadamba) O Devi Durga, Whoever Remembers You with Devotion,
You Remove the endless Fears of Samsara from the mind of that Person,

2.2: (And) Whoever Meditates on You in their Heart, You bestow exceeding Auspiciousness
(which is beyond description),

2.3: O Mother, Apart from You, Who else can destroy Poverty, Sorrow and Fear from our Lives?
(which appears to be a never-ending cycle),

2.4: Your Heart is always full of Compassion for rendering all sorts of Help to Your Devotees.
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3.1: (Salutations to You, O Jagadamba) O the Auspiciousness in all the Auspicious,
Auspiciousness Herself and Fulfiller of all the Objectives of the Devotees (Purusharthas -
Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha) ...,

3.2: O the giver of Refuge, with Three Eyes (spanning the Past, Present and Future; and
containing within them the Sun, Moon and the Fire), the Gauri (Shining One); Salutations to You
O Narayani.
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4.1: (Salutations to You, O Jagadamba) You are Intent upon Rescuing the Distressed and the
Oppressed who take Your Refuge whole-heartedly, ...
4.2: ... and Remove All their Sufferings; Salutations to You O Narayani.
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5.1: (Salutations to You, O Jagadamba) You Exist in All Forms of All Gods, and You are the Possessor
of All Powers,
5.2: O Devi, Please Protect us from all Fears; Salutations to You, O Durga Devi.
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6.1: (Salutations to You, O Jagadamba) When You are Pleased with our Devotion, You Destroy to the
very Root our worldly Diseases (our inner demons); but if You are Displeased with us (for any reason),
You will destroy All our Aspirations and Wishes (i.e. they will remain ever unfulfilled),

6.2: By Your Refuge, Men cannot Go Astray and no Misfortunes can finally overcome them; Your
Refuge Indeed is my final Refuge when | Depart from this World.
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7.1: (Salutations to You, O Jagadamba) O Goddess of All the Three Worlds, when You are Pleased, You
Mitigate All our Distresses.

7.2: Thus, in this Manner, Your Grace Works to Destroy our Inner Enemies.
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Oh! Parameswari, you are indeed flawless, and we request you to excuse all the

mistakes we might have committed while chanting the slokas, either in word

endings or pronunciation or meter, or any other mistakes of this nature.

Jaya jaya devi, jaya jaya devi, durga devi Saranam



Jaya jaya devi, jaya jaya devi, durga devi Saranam

Kanaka durga devi Saranam
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