I meditate in my mind the Supreme Goddess whose mhos
are adorned with bracelets, anklets, crown and earrings, whose
foot pedestal is constituted by the countless heads of Gods like
Brahma and who wear extremely black serpents, noose, arrow,
bow, goad and red girdle and marked by a tilaka in the form
of a (third) eye on her forehead.

{The opening line of “Anandalahari” of the Bhagavatpada hints at the fact
that Brahma praised Her glory but did not succeed in exhausting it. That she too
has a third eye is evident in the “Satanamavali” of the Devi which adores her as
“Trilocanayai namah”. The possession of the three eyes is suggestive of Her being
the source of ali light and wisdom, representing as they do the Sun, Moon and
Fire. The beautiful ornaments and the sharp weapons that adorn Her stand for
Her twin functions of bestowing the good to the devotees and destruction of the
evil among the defiant.)

I meditate in my mind the Supreme Goddess, the sister of
(Narayana) the husband of Indira (Lakshmi) who is fragrant
with the aromatic arecanut, camphor and tender betel leaf
(chewed by her), whose face is beautiful with the crimson hue
like that of evening twilight and pleasing smiles, whose eyes
are languid and long and whose head is adorned with the white
crescent moon.
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I meditate in my mind the Supreme Goddess who presides
over the bindu, the trikona, satkona and navakona and shines in
the “six petals”, whose face excels in splendour the lotus, who
is effulgent like the rising Sun an Lightning, who is delightful
like the nectarine rays of the moon, who is crimson in colour
and who is illumined by numerous circular rows of lamps.

(One may refer to the esoteric mantras embedded in namavalis such as Sri
Balastottara satanamavali panegorising the Devi in terms such as, “Trikona madhya
nilayayai namah, Satkonapuravasayai namah, Navakonapuravasayai namah”
Bindusthalasamanvitayai namah, Dala matrkayai namah etc.))

(6)

I meditate inmy mind the Supreme Goddess whose bosom
removed the thirst (for milk) of Lord Ganesa and Karttikeya,
whose lotus-like feet are placed over the tresses of the damsels
of the caranas and Gods, who is the primal cause of the five
Gods (Brahma, Vishnu, Rudra, Isvara and Sadasiva) responsible
for the five cosmic deeds who is the primordial Mother Goddess
and who caused delight to the elephant faced God.

(It is the grace of Devi that explains the wisdom of Vinayaka and the valour
of Karttikeya. Her “vatsalya” towards them is referred to by Muka Kavi in his

“Mandasmita sataka”. Herambe ca guhe ca harsabharitam vatsalyam ankurayan”
(v. 75) Her majesty and power demand the vassalage of semidivine and divine
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(The devimahatmya alludes to the verbal image of Devi in th form of the
four Vedas and Upanisads in the following lines - “Sabdatmika suvimalargyajusam
nidhanam, udgotaramyapada - pathavatam ca samnam? “The Devi is the support
of scriptural words of the illuminating RK and Yajux Veda and of the Samans of
pleasing padapatha that are sung”. She is further described as “tattvamayi,”
"Agamarupiﬁi,” “Jalamatrka” etc. in the Devi hymms.)

)

I meditate in my mind the Supreme Goddess Kali the
suzerain head of the whole universe, who shines with the thick
and black tresses resembling the swarm of bees in their black
complexion, who is fragrant with the wreath of jasmine flowers
adorning her forehead, the beauty of whose bewitching lotus-
like face is enthanced by the sweet and expansive cheeks.

That she is the suzerain Head of the whole universe is stressed more than
once in his hymns of praise by Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada, cf. Vivasya srsti-vilaya-

sthiti hetubhutam (Sri Lalita Pancaratnam, va); ]agajjalam—’etat—fcvayaiva amba,
srstam’ (Sri Devibhujangam, v.27) etc.
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The one who recites daily this great jewel of a hymn made
up of nine gems of verses composed by Sri Sankara without
fail, uninterruptedly shall have his wish granted by this
Supreme Deity, be it enjoyment in this world or the bliss of
liberation yonder.




