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Iseek refuge at the feet of Lord Somanatha who is
seen in this vast earth in the Saurashtra country. He
is at once in the form of luminous object as well as
One with the crest jewel in the form of a digit of the

Moon. He has come down (on earth) to instil a sense
of devotion in us.

(Somanatha templz in Gujarat is one of the twelve abodes
of Sivalinga of hallowed memory. A ‘linga’ is so called because
it ‘points to’ the Supreme Reality. It may also be taken to
represent the One wherein this manifest Universe merges (laya)
and whence it emerges {gamana) at the time of every creation.
‘Jyoti’ is a form without distinguishing features. Mence it is
both form and formless (ruparupal. Siva represented in human
form with limbs and a crest jewel on His head in the form of
Moon’s digit is called Candrasekhara, one of the twentyfive
forms (rupas) of Siva. )
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I offer my obeisance to Lord'Malhkar]una, a |
bridge to cross over the' vast’ “océan ‘of the cycle of -
births and deaths, ‘who ever,. dwells? on hen.peak of
Srisaila, a place of many holy assoc1at10ns as. well as
on the peak of Seshadn-: Lt

i€ the sthalavrksha’ in’ three temples in South-'ln_ Maiﬁk%fjixﬁei“
referred to here: - Srisailami Andhra‘ Pradesh:i {
Madhyér;una (Tlruwdarmarudur. ."f.]"; lstﬂct) Js..in -the: §
centre The. linga there. is. called,:‘ Mah : A_third is
Putarjuna at Ambasamudram in Tlrunelvellistrl n all these
three temples Ar]una (marudu) tree i : thalavrksha
Ac’cordingvto ‘-Rura'nic;;aecoynt-_- ,Na‘;_tdike_qur ook:“the“form of
Sriéaila mountam ang wprshipped the Lori :

Gods who has descended on U}]am w1thr—a view to - 1 '
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confer liberation to the good people and to protect
people from unti(mely death.
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1 offer my praise to Lord Siva, the One (without
a second) Onkaranitha who dwells for ever in the
city of Mandhitd at the holy confluence of Kaveri
and Narmadi with a view to rescue (from worldly
misery) the good people.
(Kaver! here is a tributary of Narmada different from the
Kaverl in Tamil Nadu. Mandhatrpura is to the north of

Bombay. “Siva is the ‘one’ who presides over the Universe'-

says the Svetdsvatara Upanisad - sarvam-etad visvam-
adhitisthatyekah, V.5. Onkira stands for the Nada Brahman.

‘Om-ityetadaksaram idarh sarvam’ says the Mandakya
Upanisad {1.1) “The letter Om is all this.")
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I always recount the name of 5ri Vaidyanatha of

Parle (in Maharashtra) in the north-east’ who is
known as Sadisiva accompanied by Parvati and
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whose ‘lotus-like  feet are worsh:pped by Gods and.
demons alike. 3 sl _‘ TR S PRSI

Sankara Bhagavatpada in: h:s Svarnamalastuh
reiterates in the form of a refrin m each of the fifty
verses his utter dependénce’on 'Samba’ Sadativa
(Sadasiva with Amba) and the same. Sadaélva thh
Bhaviani is invoked here ' ‘
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I seek refuge under Sri Niganatha who dwells
in the beautiful city of Amarda (Dirukdvanam)
adorned with a variety of serpents that lend beauty
to his limbs. He is the one God that bestows
enjoyment through virtuous means and liberation.

( Amarda is to the north Parle. It is now known as Aundh.
To the transcendent God who is above fear or joy, serpent as
well as the Moon are ornaments. He confers bhukti or
enjoyment of worldly things only to enable the soul to spend
the acquired punya and papa and help its onward spiritual
progress (sad-bhukti). The doctrine of surrender is easy only
to those who efface their ego.)

7




OO
ST TRoiTeE )
I seek refuge under §ri Visvanatha, the Lord of

Varanasi who dwells happily in Anandavana

(Benares). He, the very source of Bliss, the:protector
of the destitute, destroys all the sins.
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I offer my obeisance to Sankara, the well wxsher
of devotees who is well known at ‘all’ tnnes by the
appellations such as Bhima, etc. He is. served by
goblins when He is surrounded by saktls such - as
Dakini and Sakini. o
(He is associated with magic rites in whtch Dak:m and
Sakini are adepts. He is called by various names such as

Bhava, Sarva, Mrda ete. Punishment and reward given by Him
are alike actuated by his benignity (hltam) and hence he is

truly Sankara. ) ©)
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I offer my salutations to..Lord; Rime§vara at all
times. He was worshipped by §r1, Ramachandra at
night with bilva leaves aftér &onstmctmg, the bridge

N at the conﬂuence of the.. nver Tamra araru and :the

I pralse the glory of Tryambaka who exults in
the holy spotion the bank of ithe] iHver IGodavari
ad]ouung the, siopes of the Slmhadn mountam On

3 _!"

‘ ':Road Tryambaka refers 1o the’ !th" 'yed God 1t is ‘also dhe
" “of thé'elevén’nares of Rudra It 1§ mesitioned $as aclihga’ In ithe
. Siva-purana: 1::38,719,, tTryambakamshatmya!’ is:-a part: o_f__
the Pa_d;r_lapurana) A
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1 offer my praise to Swa k 'own as Kedareévara
who feels dehghted fom ther~slopes ot Himalayas
where he is. for ever being;. wors!uppe r_»_by _sages,
Gods, demons, Yaksas, Nagas, and others T
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(He is easy of access to everyone whether he is a highly
evolved soul ltke ‘munindra’ or sub-human being like ‘uraga’.))
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I salute Sada$iva called Dhishanedvara, who is
held in high esteem in three worlds and is of a

highly exalted nature. He rejoices in the beautiful
Siva temple at Ellora.

( DhishapaA means jfidna, He is of the essence of jfidna, the
supreme knowledge. The temple s situated near the farmous
Ellora caves. Being exalted He pardons the infirmitles of

mortals and extends his grace to all; but the variation in the
beneficial result for the individuals Is to be attributed to the

level of spiritual ripeness of each In the same way as the

sunlight that is uniformly radiated does not cause the bloom of
all flowers.
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Those mortals, who recite these verses often
pertaining to the Lingas at dawn with a mind that is
pure, will enjoy happiness and be endowed with
children and . grandchildren, immex}sg wealth and

noble fame. FRENFRER
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