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There isinactivity of the mind and complete cessation. And
that foremost holy place is the manikarnika. There is the
perennial flow of knowledge (in the form of) the pure Ganga
(Ganges). [ am that Kasika (Kasi) of the form of real knowledge.

(The word Kadi is derived from the verbal root kﬁs’meaning "to shine”” and
hence stands for something that is foremost. The sacred place Kasi is also known
as Avimuktd and Varanasi. Avimuktsd means that Lord Siva never discards this
place. It is known as Varanasi because it is situated between ‘the rivers Varuna and
Asi, the two tributaries of the Ganges. Aiwther speciality of th place is that the

river Ganges flows northwards here.

There are many sacred ghats in Vérér;ési.(Benares) .Among these, Manikarnika
and Dasdsvamedha are the foremost, the former located in th middle of the ghats,
and the latter considered to confer immense benefits [ of performing ten
Asvamedhas (Horse sacrifices)] to the pilgrims who visit this ghat and take a holy
dip in the Ganges.)
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ovable and 1mmovabie

beings, a fancy of the m_md sk hine s here Tam that Kasika of the

form of real knowledge and‘ supreme Self that is itself

This created 111uso

Existence, Knowledge and Bhss

(Indrajila : merely magic that does not Jas ong)

~the all pervadmg mdweller, the Self I am- that Kasﬂ(& of the

form'of real knowledge.

(There are five sheaths (Kosa) supposed to cover the soul — the annamaya
the earthly body), the prinamaya (the vesture of the vital airs), the manomaya (the
y body, prajiamay Y

sensorial vesture), the vijidnamaya (the cognitional vesture) and dnandamaya (the

vesture of supreme bliss).)
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Kasi shines at Kasi. Kasi makes everything shine. One who

has known Kasi per se has gained Enlightenment.

(The word kisa denotes a kind of grass as well as its flower. Here the word

kasi has probably been derived to mean the place full of kasa.)
(5)
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The body is the sacred place Kasi. The knowledge that is
of the form of the Ganges is the mother of the three worlds
and all - pervading. Devotional faith constitutes this Gaya. The
path of contempletion at the feet of one’s preceptor is Prayaga.
The inner soul, the witness of the minds of all people - the
fourth state - is the Lord Visvesa. When all (the holy places)

dwells within my body, then what else is a sacred place?

(In this concluding verse, the author equates the body, knowledge and
different religious spiritual practices with the three sacred places - K&si, Gaya and
Prayaga which are held highly meritorious for the performance of ancestral rites.
Praydga (near Allahabad) is the place of the confluence of the rivers Ganges,
Yamund and the invisible Sarasvati. The feeling that the sacred places are present
in one’s own body sanctifies a person, and there is no need for that person to have

any pilgrimage at all.
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.+ There are three states: of .existence for allthehu.man beingsiviz; the states of
waking, dreaming and sound sleep. In the fourth (furiya) state the soul ebéi.:omes

one W1ﬂ1 the Supreme Brahman Vlsveéa ‘r Vlsvanath ‘the ; ord of the umverse

denotes Lord Slva, the pr951dmg delty at K551 The inners soul is equa’ced W1th Lord

Vidvesa.

Although Kadi has been the name pf the place smce oldeﬁ days, the place is

now popularly know nasi or Benares. Néw K35i is a small station to the

north of Varana
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