MANIKARN IKASHTAKAM
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0 Mother Mamkarmka' on your banks both Slva and
Vlshnu who grant liberation (where soul merges with with
Almighty) coverse among themselves at the time when the
being is about to start his final j journey.. When Lord Siva is told
by Lord Vishnu "May thls soul attam My form,” 1mmed1ate1y
the soul emerges and departs from the body with the mark of
Brgu Rsi, adorned in yellow silk seated on G ruda

(2) .
. FrsrETReE: TR e e A g
N mfm%qaﬁrﬁaa‘?sﬁm&m a?ta Q‘GIW I
- fmgﬁirsﬁ ﬁﬁ&aﬁﬁuw mmn.ﬁgﬁﬂ: n

O Marikarnika! the celestials (33 crores in number) like
Indra who are born in earth at the exhaustion of their merits,
the humans, theanimals and.insects when they take a holy dip
: ’ ndget ,:cipjgtedéman they
edecked with crown and gems
(Kaustubha, gem)
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Kasi is the most blessed place (in the world) asitis adorned
by Ganga and as it grants liberation; in such Kasi, Manikanika
is extremely pleasing as it is ever attended upon by liberation
(in the form of a slave). When the heaven was compared by

Brahma and by celestials to this Kasi, Kasi on this earthbecame
heavier (due to the greatness) and Vl‘ieéVén“Was ‘made in

significant.
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Amongst all the places, the banks of Ganga is incomparable

and on its banks' th city Kasi mthebe t. Even in Kasi
Manikarfnifka"?‘i's”?th"e?"’B‘“esff'éi"'sf the Lord present there bestows
emancipation. This place can be attained only by fortunate men
due to the heaps of merits. accumulated over the births; for,
this place which is capable of destroying even the worst sinsis
hard even for the celestials to get. ‘ R
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Having known how liberation (in difficult) for the beings
who are drowned in the Ocean of sorrow,. this Varanasi which
bertows Bliss, is created by’ Brahma. The other worlds like
Svarga give temporal happmess and Pn}oyments but Kasi is
always the bestower of liberation and ever auspicious and
grants righteousness (dharma) materlal wealth and liberation
(moksha).
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There is only one Vishnu the holder of the earth, the bearer
of flute and the srivatsa on the chest; similarly there in only
one Siva who holds the poison (m throat) bears the Ganga (in
his head) and the lord of goddess Uma. Even ‘then O mother
Manikarnika those beings who dip in your holy waters turn
into Sivas and Vishnus whose number in countless. Their
innumerability is surprlsmg (it is out of the grace of
Mamkarmka) ' : :
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Death on your bank is considered auspicious and is praised
ever by celestials. Indra is ever eager to witness such a man
with all his thousand eyes. The sun goes out to welcome such
a man with thousands of his rays externed. Such a holy person
who is seated either on a bull or an eagle, doesnot care which
place he would reach (since he is welcomed everywhere).
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The greatness acquired by bathing in Manikarnika could
not be explained even by Brahma th_fe;iprg;ep_tgg, who is adept
in expounding,_tyh{e:_m:e‘éini;)ghpfk"f/’egias'_ﬁ by his four faces
continuously for hundreds of years. Siva, by the powers of his
austerities makes the sleepiny person (ignorant) into Vishny
or Siva, on your bariks: " ©x e e
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The merit acquired by hundreds and thousands of krchras
(expiatory rites) which are capable of destroying sins, or the
merits of Asvamedha sacrifices in enjoined inthe meritacquired
by bathing in Manikarnika. The person who recites this hymn
after his bath, crosses the ocean of world way of life as if it
were a puddle of water, and rea s the luminious abode of
Brahma 010 5t i oo ke LU
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