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Here, the first word Nagendra - hiraya begins
with the letter 'na’. In the verse, expressions
descriptive of the form of Siva as well as His true
transcendent nature are employed. He wears the
serpent-king as garland, and has the third eye in His
forehead; He has the ashes smeared all over His
body. He is the supreme Lord, eternal and pure, and
is sky-clad. To that Siva who is in the form of the

letter ‘'na’, may this obeisance be!
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The water of the Mandakini serves as the
sandalpaste for bathing Siva’s body. Mandakini is the
Ganga as she descends from Heaven. The Ganga that
flows along the holy Kedira is named Mandakini.
Siva receives the furious Ganga as she falls in His
matted locks; and the water trickles and bathes His
body. He is the supreme Lord of Nandi and other
leaders of the troops of attendants in Kaildsa. He is
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worshipped with mandira and many other flowers.
He is specially praised by uttering the letter 'na’. To
Siva who is adored in the form of the letter ‘'ma’ may

this obeisance be!
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He is Siva, the bestower of all that is good.
The name itself has ’§i’ as its first letter. He is as
the Sun to the bunch of lotuses that is Parvati’s
face. Devi _had to re-incarnate herself as the
daughter of the Himalayas because in her previous
manifestation she had to commit suicide for the
misdeeds of her father Daksha. Lord Siva destroyed
Daksha’s sacrifice, not because Daksha had
dishonoured Lord Siva, but because he was
responsible for his daughter committing suicide by
falling into the sacrificial fire, not being able to
bear the dishonour shown»By him to her Lord. Siva
is Nilakantha. Siva has on His banner the bull-
emblem. The letter ’'$i" which is the third in the
five-lettered mantra is an indicator of His

magnificence. To that Siva may this obeisance be!
(4)
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Lord Siva is adored by great ascetics and sages
like Vasistha, Agastya, and Gautama, as also by the
gods. His three eyes are the Sun, the Moon, and Fire.
To that Siva who is in the form of the letter ‘va’,

may this obeisance be!
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In their war with the demons, the gods came out
victorious. In the hour of victory, they were overcome
by false pride which made them forget the source of
their strength, the supreme Brahman. In order to
bring them to their sense, Brahman, the great
Godhead, appeared before them as bright column of

light spanning heaven and earth : The gods did not
know what this Yaksa (Spirit) was. The first to be sent

on the mission of discovery was Agni. He could not
burn even a blade of grass, when he was asked by the
Spirit to prove his strength. Similarly, Vayu who was
the next to go as emissary could not move the blade

of grass. Finally, the chief of gods, Indra, was
commissioned to solve the mystery. At his approah,
the Spirit vanished before him. Then, in the same
ethereal region, Indra came across a woman who was
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shining intensely, Uma the daughter of Himavian. He
asked her: ““What Spirit is this?”’ She replied It is
Brahman’’, and added : ‘It was through the victory of
Brahman that you attained glory’’. Thus, Parvati
became the first deva-guru. Siva, the non-dual Spirit
(Moksa) is the supreme Reality that was revealed by
her to the Gods. Lord Siva wears a braid of matted
locks. He bears in His arm the Pindka bow. He is the
most ancient (sanitana) Being : the shining God. The
quarters are His clothing. He appears in the form of
the letter ‘ya’. To that Siva may this obeisance be!
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